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To  the  Chair  man  and  Members  of  the  Hebburn 
Urban  District  Council . 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  fifth  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  Hebburn. 

The  birth-rate  has  declined  but  is  still  much  higher  than  the 
rate  for  the  Country  generally.  The  death-rate  remains  practically 
stationary.  More  satisfactory  is  the  Infantile  Mortality-rate  which 
at  iog  per  1000  births  is  the  lowest  on  record. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  been  prevalent  throughout  the  year  though 
not  in  the  voilently  epidemic  form  of  the  last  two  years.  Measles 
was  epidemic  in  the  first  quarter.  There  has  been  a remarkable 
decrease  in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  and  of  Enteric  Fever. 

The  appearance  of  a case  of  Typhus  Fever  may  serve  as  a 
timely  reminder  of  the  special  dangers  to  the  Public  Health 
incidental  to  the  present  times.  The  case  is  dealt  with  at  length  in 
the  body  of  the  report  and  I would  merely  remark  here  that  an  out- 
break of  Typhus,  which  fortunately  did  not  take  place  would  have 
caused  endless  trouble  and  enormous  expense. 

The  personnel  of  the  Council  has  suffered  by  the  absence  of 
Councillors  Gordon,  McCourt  and  Taggart  who  joined  the  Colours 
either  at  or  soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Thomson  in  March  resigned  the  position  of  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  which  he  had  filled  for  many  years  and  Mr.  R. 
McKellar  formerly  Assistant  Inspector  at  Wallsend  was  appointed 
to  succeed  him. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  E.  NORMAN. 
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ANNUAL 


Medical  Report. 


PART  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1. — Population. 

The  very  large  number  of  men  away  on  Military  and  Naval 
Service  would  have  sensibly  affected  the  estimated  Population  for 
the  year  1915,  had  the  loss  not  been  more  than  made  good  by  a 
large  influx  of  new  residents,  mainly  Munition  Workers.  The 
figure  remains  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year,  viz. — 23,580.  The 
Registrar-General’s  estimate  is  22,805. 

2. — Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  was  747 
of  which  377  were  males  and  370  females.  There  were  in  addition 
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2 births  registered  elsewhere,  24  were  illegitimate — 13  males  and 
11  females.  The  birth-rate  was  31*7  per  1000  of  the  population* 
For  the  last  five  years  the  figures  have  been  as  follows  : — 


1 9 1 1 • 

1912. 

I9I3- 

I9I4- 

i9I5* 

Number  of  Births  ... 

747 

761 

811 

784 

749 

Birth-rate 

34’3 

33*7 

34*3 

33‘2 

3i*7 

For  the  County  of  Durham  the  birth-rate  was  28*07. 


3. — Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  352. 
Of  these  18  were  non-resident.  Deaths  of  residents  registered  out- 
side the  district  numbered  41  giving  a net  total  of  375.  Of  these 
209  were  males  and  166  females — a difference  of  no  less  than  43. 
Compared  with  previous  years  the  figures  are  as  follows : — 


191 1. 

1912. 

1913- 

1914. 

WS- 

Number  of  Deaths...  340 

399 

361 

36J 

375 

Death-rate  ...  16-5 

17-6 

*5*3 

15-6 

i5‘9 

The  death-rate  for  the  County 

of  Durh 

am  was 

1 5*^7  • 

4. — Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  was  82  which 
represents  an  Infantile  Death-rate  of  109  per  1000  births.  The 
figure  is  so  far  satisfactory  that  it  is  a point  lower  than  the  rate  for 
1914,  and  is  in  fact  the  lowest  ever  reached  in  Hebburn.  A 
reference  to  Table  IV  howrever  will  show  that  that  the  total  is 
capable  of  considerable  reduction,  many  of  the  deaths,  notably  those 
from  Diarrhoea  and  Chest  diseases  being  definitely  preventable.  In 
view  of  the  importance  of  this  matter  and  the  increasing  public 
interest  it  evokes  the  following  figures  are  worth  attention. 
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Year. 

No.  of 
Births. 

No.  of 
Infantile 
Deaths. 

Death  Rate 
per  1000 
Births. 

1906 

814 

1 10 

136 

1907 

833 

107 

129 

1908 

807 

102 

127 

1909 

796 

100 

126 

1910 

7°9 

80 

I 12 

191 1 

747 

94 

125 

1912 

761 

120 

158 

1913 

811 

00 

cr> 

T 22 

1914 

784 

00 

I IO 

1915 

749 

82 

IO9 

5. — Zymotic  Death-rate. 


There  were  20  fewer  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  than  in 
the  previous  year,  Whooping  Cough  in  particular  showing  a very 
marked  reduction.  Deaths  from  Consumption  are  not  included. 


Disease. 

Deaths. 

Rate  for  Hebburn. 

Rate  for 
County  of 
Durham. 

1915- 

1913- 

1914. 

I9I5- 

1914. 

1915- 

Measles 

7 

29 

21 

1*23 

Ol 

00 

b 

i *08 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

8 

3 

0-33 

0 12 

O'lO 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

9 

1 

°'37 

0-04 

0*23 

Diphtheria  ... 

4 

2 

2 

0-08 

o*o8 

0-28 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

0'04 

0-04 

0*05 

Infantile  Diarrhoea... 

18 

21 

22 

076 

0-93 

0T3 

Totals 

35 

70 

. 

50 

2-8 1 

2*10 

2-37 

IO 


Measles. 

The  year  began  with  an  epidemic  of  Measles  raging  not  only  in 
Hebburn  but  throughout  the  County  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
Country  as  well.  There  were  21  deaths  all  save  one  being  children 
under  five  years  and  nearly  all  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  After 
July  no  death  was  recorded.  They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


West  Ward  ...  ...  ...  9 

Central  Ward  ...  ...  ...  3 

North  Ward  ...  ...  ...  o 

East  Ward  ...  ...  ...  5 

Victoria  Ward  ...  ...  ...  3 

South  Ward  ...  ...  ...  1 


Nearly  twelve  thousand  children  died  ot  Measles  in  England 
during  the  first  three  months  of  1915.  This  appalling  mortality 
has  produced  the  recently  enacted  compulsory  notification  of  the 
disease.  The  wisdom  of  this  step  has  been  called  in  question  by 
many  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  any  tangible  result  is  to  be 
obtained  unless  notification  is  followed  by  administrative  action  of 
which  there  is  little  prospect  for  some  time  to1  come. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever,  two  in  the  South 
Ward  and  one  in  the  Victoria.  One  of  the  cases  was  complicated 
by  Diphtheria  and  another  developed  Acute  Nephritis  the 
patient  dying  of  oedema  of  the  lungs. 

Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  was  the  cause  of  death  in  two  cases,  one  in  the 
South  Ward  and  the  other  in  the  Victoria.  In  each  instance  the 
notification  was  not  received  until  after  death  had  taken  place. 


Whooping  Cough. 


This  disease  caused  only  one  death  in  the  South  Ward. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever  caused  two  deaths  of  whom  one  was  a non- 
resident and  is  not  included  in  the  return.  The  other  was  a young 
married  woman  from  the  Central  Ward. 

Diarrhoea. 

Diarrhoea  caused  31  deaths,  19  being  children  under  1 year. 
Nearly  every  month  had  fatal  cases,  the  maximum  being  reached  in 
September  with  11.  The  West  Ward  had  the  largest  number  8 and 
the  Victoria  Ward  the  least,  2 — the  sanitary  extremes  of  the  district. 

Influenza. 

Only  two  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  disease  though  it  may 
be  that  it  was  the  primary  cause  in  some  of  the  cases  returned  as 
Pneumonia.  Both  were  elderly  females,  one  in  the  East  Ward  and 
one  in  the  Central. 

Erysipelas. 

Erysipelas  was  responsible  for  three  deaths  of  whom  one  was  a 
recently  born  infant  in  the  Central  Ward,  the  others  being  adults 
in  the  East  and  South  Wards  respectively. 
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Table  shewing  the  prevalence  of  Diarrhoea 

in  neighbouring  districts  with  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  the 
year  1914,  and  the  average  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  the  last  10 

years  (1905-1914)  inclusive. 


Diarrhoea  or 
Enteritis. 

Infantile 

Mortality. 

District. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Number  oi 
Births. 

No.  of  Deaths 
under  2 years 
of  age. 

Death-rate 

per  1000  Births. 

M 

M 

Average  for  10 

years,  1905- 

1914  inclusive. 

Ashington 

• • • 

30000 

1067 

74 

693 

1— 1 

00 

6 

162*2 

Bedlingtonshire 

• • • 

26500 

8.57 

23 

26*8 

120*0 

1 3 5 ’ 3 

Blyth 

.. . 

32877 

1007 

3° 

297 

129*0 

135-8 

Earsdon 

• • • 

I IOOO 

380 

H 

36-8 

Il8*4 

146*1 

Felling  ... 

26000 

820 

20 

24-1 

106*0 

129*0 

Newburn 

i855° 

518 

17 

32-8 

136*0 

126*0 

Stanley  ... 

• • • 

273OO 

922 

27 

29’2 

I5°*7 

I54”° 

Wallsend  Boro’ 

4457° 

H°3 

50 

35'6 

131*1 

121*6 

Whitley  & Monkseaton 

16000 

274 

2 

7‘3 

76*6 

65'7 

Hebburn 

• • • 

23580 

784  ! 

21 

26*0 

I 10*0 

i27*5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Including  four  non-residents  who  died  in  the  Sanatorium  there 
were  35  deaths  from  Consumption,  This  is  a decrease  on  last  year’s 
figure  as  shown  below. 
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Deaths  from  Consumption. 


Ward. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913 

1914. 

1915- 

West  ... 

6 

5 

4 

5 

7 

Central 

4 

3 

2 

6 

8 

North  ... 

2 

3 

9 

2 

5 

East 

2 

2 

0 

J 

7 

4 

Victoria 

0 

2 

3 

3 

1 

South  ... 

12 

4 

4 

J3 

6 

Totals 

26 

19 

25 

36 

31 

Fourteen  deaths  (mostly  children)  were  caused  by  Tuberculosis 
of  other  organs  than  the  lungs,  six  being  Meningitis.  Last  year  the 
number  was  17.  The  mortality  rate  from  Tuberculosis  compares 
unfavourably  with  that  for  the  County  of  Durham  for  whereas  the 
rate  per  1000  for  Hebburn  is  1*31  for  Pulmonary  and  0^59  for  Non- 
Pulmonary  the  figures  for  the  County  are  0-94  and  0-34  respectively* 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Eighty-one  deaths  were  caused  by  diseases  of  the  organs  of 
respiration.  This  is  an  unusually  large  number  although  these 
diseases  always  cause  a high  mortality  in  this  district  especially 
amongst  infants  and  the  aged.  Sudden  changes  of  weather  with 
rapid  variations  of  temperature  are  conditions  familiar  enough  in 
Hebburn  and  mainly  responsible  for  their  development. 

Cancer. 

Cancer  claimed  15  deaths  none  of  them  being  in  young  people 
and  the  greater  number  well  advanced  in  years.  They  were  fairly 
evenly  distributed  amongst  the  various  wards  and  four  took  place  at 
Harton  Hospital. 


H 

Heart  Disease. 


Disease  of  the  Heart  caused  36  deaths  of  which  3 were  children 
of  School  age  and  the  remainder  adults  and  mostly  elderly.  The 
above  number  does  not  include  4 deaths  certfied  as  due  to 
Rheumatic  Fever. 


Deaths  from  Violence. 

There  were  15  deaths  caused  through  accidents,  some  being 
shipyard  cases  others  happening  in  the  pits  and  others  in  the  house 
or  street.  I am  not  aware  of  any  such  case  that  could  be  attributed 
to  the  darkening  of  the  streets. 


Suicide. 

Three  persons  committed  suicide,  (aj  A man  aged  62  living  in 
the  Victoria  Ward  shot  himself  with  a revolver,  mental  depression 
being  the  reason  put  forward  at  the  inquest,  (b)  A girl  aged  18,  in 
the  South  Ward  drowned  herself  after  a domestic  quarrel.  (c)  A 
retired  miner  aged  67,  in  the  East  Ward  became  morbid  and 
depressed  after  the  death  of  his  wife  and  shot  himself. 

Other  known  Diseases. 

65  deaths  were  ascribed  to  causes  other  than  those  enumerated 
above,  and  included  many  cases  of  cerebral  hermonhage,  nervous 
diseases  and  the  like. 


Unknown  Diseases. 

One  man,  an  invalided  soldier,  died  suddenly  in  the  Hebburn 
Hall  Infirmary  of  some  obscure  condition  of  the  Liver.  Being  a 
soldier  the  death  is  excluded  from  the  Table. 

Inquests. 

In  24  cases  inquests  were  held  by  the  Coroner. 


Uncertified  Deaths. 


17  or  4-5  per  cent  of  all  the  deaths  were  not  certified  either  by 
a Medical  Practitioner  or  by  the  Coroner.  They  included,  Heart 
Disease  8,  Debility  1,  Dentition  1,  Premature  Birth  3,  Diarrhoea  2, 
Convulsions  1,  Natural  Causes  1,  and  Beri-beri  1 (this  last  being 
non-resident). 


PART  II. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  total  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year  1915 
was  283  or  not  including  Tuberculosis  159.  This  shows  a big 
reduction  on  the  previous  year  with  its  537  cases. 

In  the  first  quarter  there  were  37  cases  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  26 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  2 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  ...  ...  37 

In  the  second  quarter  37  also  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  24 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  3 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  6 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total 


* * » 


37 
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In  the  third  quarter  by  a curious  coincidence  the  same  number 
again  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Ophthalmia 


28 

2 

1 

5 

1 


Total  ...  ...  37 

The  fourth  quarter  was  the  heaviest  with  48  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  31 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  4 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  8 

Ophthalmia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Typhus  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  48 


125  cases  were  taken  to  the  Hospital — all  but  100  % of  the 
removable  cases. 


In  every  case  after  the  removal  of  the  patient  the  house  was 
very  thoroughly  sprayed  out  with  formalin  and  the  clothes  and  bed- 
ding passed  through  the  Thresh  Disinfector  at  the  Hospital* 
Patients  remaining  at  home  were  regularly  visited,  furnished  with 
disinfectants  and  supplied  with  printed  instructions  as  to  precaution- 
ary measures  against  spreading  the  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  was  109 — a large 
reduction  on  the  352  notified  in  1914  but  a much  higher  number 
than  has  usually  been  recorded.  The  disease  would  almost  appear 
to  have  become  endemic  as  the  cases  cropped  up  with  steady 
regularity  from  the  start  to  the  close  of  the  year.  The  largest 
number  of  notifications  both  actually  and  proportionately  to 
population  came  as  usual  from  the  East  Ward. 
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Diphtheria. 


An  astonishing  reduction  in  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria  has  to 
be  recorded,  the  notifications  numbering  only  n as  compared  with 
38  in  each  of  the  two  previous  years.  The  cases  presented  no  special 
eatures  of  interest  save  that,  as  reported  above,  the  notifications  of 
the  two  that  ended  fatally  did  not  reach  the  Health  Office  until  after 
death  had  taken  place. 


1 Enteric  Fever. 

This  disease  also  showed  a marked  diminution  there  being  8 
notifications  as  compared  with  16  in  1914  and  26  in  J913. 

Case  I. — Female,  28,  non-resident,  husband  in  Royal  Navy. 
After  taking  ill  was  brought  to  the  house  of  her  parents  in 
the  East  Ward  from  whence  she  was  removed  to  Hospital 
where  she  died.  Notified  on  24th  February. 

Case  II. — Female,  35,  domestic  servant  to  the  caretaker  of  a 
large  Engineering  Works  in  the  West  Ward.  She  was 
notified  on  8th  May. 

Case  III. — Male,  35,  Store-keeper  at  a shipyard,  was  notified 
from  the  West  Ward  on  the  22nd. 

Case  IV. — Male,  13,  School-boy  was  notified  from  the  East 
Ward.  Although  these  cases  occured  in  quick  succession 
and  two  were  in  the  same  district  there  was  no  evidence  of 
a common  origin  or  of  any  connection  between  them. 

Case  V. — Female,  23,  whose  husband  was  away  on  Active 
Service.  Notified  on  5th  June  from  the  Central  Ward. 

Case  VI. — Male,  49,  Shipwright,  notified  on  jst  September 
from  the  North  Ward. 

Case  VII. — Female,  34,  husband  on  Active  Service,  notified  on 
8th  October  from  the  North  Ward.  She  unfortunately 
succumbed  to  the  disease  and  died  in  Hospital. 
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Case  VIII. — Proved  both  clinically  and  bacteriologically  not  to 
be  a true  case  of  Enteric  and  should  not  be  included. 

Therefore  deducting  cases  I and  VIII  there  were  only  six  cases 
of  Enteric  Fever  during  the  year.  This  can  certainly  be  described 
as  very  satisfactory  indeed  especially  when  regarded  alongside  of  the 
big  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria.  There  was  probably 
never  a time  when  the  introduction  of  infectious  disease  was  more 
likely  or  when  owing  to  the  congested  and  over-crowded  state  of  the 
town  its  control  presented  greater  difficulties  and  the  comparative 
immunity  of  the  district  during  the  past  year  should  be  a source  of 
general  gratification. 

Typhus  Fever. 

The  appearance  of  a case  of  Typhus  was  the  out-standing 
sanitary  event  of  the  year  and  the  more  so  for  being  the  only  case  of 
this  disease  notified  in  Hebburn  since  the  year  1892.  The  patient 
was  a young  woman  employed  as  a domestic  servant  at  the  Care- 
takers house  of  the  Bill  Quay  School  which  by  an  unusual  arrange- 
ment is  under  the  control  of  the  Felling  Council  though  situated 
within  the  Hebburn  boundary. 

She  took  ill  on  the  10th  of  December  and  I first  saw  her  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  when  her  symptoms  and  condition  led  me  to 
thing  of  Typhus.  Having  never  previously  seen  a case  of  the 
disease  I telephoned  Dr.  Kerr,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Newcastle  who  very  kindly  came  down  the  same  day  and  confirmed 
the  diagnosis.  The  girl  was  removed  to  Hospital  the  same  evening 
(fortunately  the  Typhoid  Block  was  without  a patient)  and  the  house 
and  its  contents  disinfected  in  the  most  thorough  manner  possible 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  being  kept  busy  the  greater  part  of  the  night. 

One  especially  serious  feature  of  the  case  was  the  fact  that  two 
Military  Officers  who  were  living  in  the  house  and  31  soldiers  who 
were  billeted  close  by  were  direct  contacts  and  a second  squad  of 
about  the  same  number  stationed  at  Gateshead  had  been  drilling 
alongside  them  and  so  become  indirect  contacts.  Captain  Stuart, 
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R.A.M.C.  came  down  on  the  day  following  the  finding  of  the  case 
and  arrangements  were  made  for  all  the  soldiers  to  be  quarantined 
in  the  School.  This  was  done  and  observation  kept  for  fourteen 
days  at  the  end  of  which  time  no  further  case  having  arisen  all  the 
men  were  taken  to  the  Town  Moor  Hospital  at  Newcastle  where 
they  and  their  clothing  underwent  disinfection  after  which  they  were 
set  at  liberty.  The  Officers  wrere  similarly  dealt  with  at  the 
Hebburn  Fever  Hospital. 

The  source  of  infection  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  house 
had  not  been  visited  by  sailors  or  by  travellers  who  might 
unconsciously  have  been  near  the  disease.  The  only  thing  worth 
mentioning  in  this  connection  is  the  fact  that  exactly  ten  days  before 
the  outset  of  her  illness  the  patient  visited  a theatre  in  Newcastle 
and  there  sat  next  to  two  men  of  obviously  foreign  origin.  The 
following  letter,  in  connection  with  this  case,  from  the  General 
Commanding  the  Tyne  Defences  was  addressed  to  the  Council  and 
ordered  to  be  put  on  the  Minutes. 

The  Minories, 

Jesmond, 

“ Dear  Sir,  Newcastle. 

“ As  the  men  under  my  command  who  had  been  con- 
tacts (direct  or  indirect)  with  a case  of  Typhus  Fever, 
“ are  to-day  being  released  from  quarantine,  without  any 
“ further  case  breaking  out,  I am  writing  to  express  my 
“ thanks  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his 
“ Sanitary  Staff  for  the  work  they  have  done  in  the  matter. 

“ I am  satisfied  that  the  skill  your  M.O.H.  displayed 
“in  detecting  a case,  which  is  nowadays  fortunately  rare, 
“ and  the  unceasing  care  displayed  by  him  and  his  staff  in 
“ dealing  with  the  matters  of  isolation  may  well  have 
“ spared  a serious  outbreak  amongst  the  civil  or  military 
“ population  in  your  area,  and  reflect  the  greatest  credit 
“upon  your  Sanitary  Organisation.” 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  R.  A.  K.  MONTGOMERY, 

General,  Tyne  Garrison. 


27th  December,  1915. 
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Small-pox. 

No  case  of  this  disease  appeared  during  the  year.  Present 
conditions  are  unusually  favourable  for  the  introduction  of  Small-pox 
and  the  position  is  one  of  much  anxiety  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  younger  children  in  our  district  are 
unprotected  by  vaccination.  When  there  is  no  Small-pox,  vaccin- 
ation may  safely  be  dispensed  with  but  there  is  now  daily  risk  of  the 
disease  making  an  appearance  and  the  neglect  of  this  simple  and 
harmless  and  effective  precaution  may  be  followed  by  the  most 
serious  results. 


Polio -myelitis  and  Meningitis. 

No  case  of  either  disease  was  notified  either  amongst  Military 
or  Civilians. 


Fever  Hospital. 

After  the  exceptional  strain  of  the  year  1914  the  work  at  the 
Fever  Hospital  has  been  light  by  comparison.  Admissions  however 
reached  the  number  of  125  which  is  much  above  the  average  of 
recent  years.  Of  these  108  were  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  8 were 
Enteric  Fever,  8 Diphtheria,  and  1 Typhus.  Five  cases  ended 
fatally.  The  Hospital  continues  to  command  the  confidence  of  the 
public  and  there  is  never  any  difficulty  in  securing  the  removal  of 
patients.  At  the  Sanatorium  an  additional  pavilion  of  eight  beds 
together  with  a dining  room  and  a recreation  room  have  been  pro- 
vided making  twenty-four  beds  in  all.  The  institution  is  reserved 
for  female  cases,  the  majority  being  children.  Thanks  to  the  able 
management  of  the  Matron  the  Hospital  possesses  an  excellent 
reputation  throughout  the  Country. 
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PART  III. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

To  a large  extent  the  war  has  paralysed  municipal  activity  and 
sanitary  improvements  and  reforms  which  cannot  be  effected  without 
expense  have  necessarily  been  suspended. 

Scavenging. 

The  night  scavenging  has  been  carried  out  under  conditions 
of  much  difficulty.  The  lighting  restrictions  have  made  the  work 
more  difficult  and  the  awful  condition  of  the  road  through  the  United 
Alkali  Company’s  Works  along  which  the  carts  must  pass  to  reach 
the  hopper  has  made  the  journey,  in  wet  weather  especially, 
positively  dangerous  for  the  men  and  horses  as  well  as  ruinous  to 
the  carts.  I therefore  advised  that  during  the  continuance  of  such 
conditions  the  closets  should  be  emptied  in  the  daytime  but  the 
proposal  was  not  adopted  by  the  Council.  At  the  time  of  writing 
however  the  constant  recurrence  of  Zeppelin  scares  has  made  night- 
work  impossible  so  that  it  has  had  to  be  done  during  the  day  and 
very  little  if  any  inconvenience  has  resulted. 

Housing  and  Overcrowding. 

The  shortage  of  houses  and  the  consequent  congestion  and  over- 
crowding to  which  I have  drawn  attention  in  previous  reports 
continues  to  be  very  marked.  Workmen  and  others  employed  in  the 
district  find  it  impossible  to  secure  a house  and  I understand  that 
more  than  two  thousand  workers  arrive  each  morning  by  train  many 
of  whom  would  doubtless  prefer  to  live  nearer  to  their  work.  In 
order  to  meet  such  cases  amongst  their  employees  the  Palmer  Ship- 
building Company  has  embarked  on  a somewhat  ambitious  building 
scheme  which  provides  for  the  erection,  as  a first  instalment,  of  120 
self-contained  four  roomed  houses  with  gardens  and  modern  sanitary 
arrangements.  So  far  as  it  goes  the  scheme  is  excellent  but  the 
rents  are  high  enough  to  exclude  any  but  the  better  paid  workmen 


22 


so  that  it  is  to  be  feared  that  it  will  have  little  value  as  a practical 
contribution  towards  the  solution  of  the  housing  problem. 

In  February,  Mr.  H.  x\.  Chapman,  Local  Government  Board 
Inspector  visited  Hebburn  and  investigated  very  carefully  and 
thoroughly  the  housing  conditions  of  the  district.  His  report  was 
presented  to  the  Board  but  not  to  the  Council,  an  omission  which 
one  cannot  but  regret  because  his  recommendations  would  have  carried 
greater  weight  if  the  data  on  which  they  were  based  were  made 
known.  His  visit  resulted  in  the  following  letter  from  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Local  Government  Board, 

Whitehall,  S.W. 

, i ■ 17th  March,  1915. 

Sir, 

I am  directed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
state  that  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  Report 
made  by  their  Inspector,  Mr.  H.  A.  Chapman,  after  his 
recent  visit  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  housing  con- 
ditions in  the  Urban  District  of  Hebburn. 

The  Board  gather  from  their  Inspector’s  report  that 
there  is  a need  for  the  provision  of  working-class  dwellings 
in  the  district,  that  there  is  a considerable  number  of 
houses  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  that 
the  Council  are  seriously  hampered  in  dealing  with 
insanitary  property  and  with  cases  of  overcrowding  by 
reason  of  shortage  of  satisfactory  housing  accomodation. 
The  Board  understand  that  a certain  number  of  houses 
may  be  provided  by  private  enterprise,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  action  in  this  direction  will  be  such  as  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  case,  and  they  think  that  the  Council 
should  consider  the  advisability  of  preparing  a scheme  for 
the  erection  of  houses  by  themselves  under  Part  III  of  the 
Blousing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

The  Board  would  be  satisfied,  in  the  first  place,  with 
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a scheme  of  a limited  character,  by  way  of  experiment, 
providing  for  the  erection  of  some  20  or  30  houses. 

I am  to  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Council  a 
memorandum  which  the  Board  have  issued  with  respect  to 
the  provision  and  arrangement  of  working-class  dwellings, 
and  also  a memorandum  showing  the  information  and 
particulars  with  which  the  Board  require  to  be  furnished 
in  connection  with  applications  for  sanction  to  loans  for 
pnrposes  of  Part  III  of  the  Act  of  1890. 

I am  also  to  enclose  a copy  of  a letter  which  the  Board 
addressed  recently  to  the  Rural  District  Councils 
Association  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  houses  by  Rural 
District  Council  under  existing  circumstances. 

The  Board  will  be  glad  to  learn  at  an  early  date  the 
result  of  the  Council’s  consideration  of  this  letter. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  NOEL  T.  KERSHAW, 

x\ssistant  Secretary. 

The  Clerk  to  the 

Hebburn  Urban  District  Council. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  Anti-German  rioting  which  in  nearly  every  part  of  the 
country  followed  upon  the  sinking  of  the  Lusitania  resulted  in 
Hebburn  in  the  wrecking  of  the  pork  shops  and  the  suspension  for 
some  time  at  least,  of  that  trade.  Its  disappearance  may  be  viewed 
without  regret  for  there  were  some  unsavoury  features  attached  to 
the  business  and  more  than  one  outbreak  of  bacterial  food-poisoning 
originated  from  it. 

Lodging  Houses. 

For  many  years  past  there  has  been  a need  for  increased  lodging- 
house  accomodation  and  this  has  recently  been  provided,  with  the 
further  advantage  that  a noteable  sanitary  improvement  has  been 
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effected.  The  houses  at  the  upper  end  of  James  Street  in  the  West 
Ward,  the  oldest  part  of  the  town  and  the  most  congested  and 
insanitary,  have  been  re-constructed  and  transformed  into  a lodging- 
house  which  is  a very  creditable  example  of  its  kind.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  are  beyond  reproach  and  the  whole  scheme  reflects 
credit  on  the  owner  who  has  converted  an  ugly  and  unwholesome 
slum  into  a useful  public  institution. 

The  Staff.  ' 

At  the  May  meeting  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Robert  McKellar  was 
appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the  place  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Thomson 
who  had  resigned  after  many  years  service.  Mr.  McKellar  had 
previously  been  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  at  Wallsend  in  which 
progressive  town  he  had  acquired  a sound  knowledge  of  sanitary 
work.  The  Assistant  Inspector  whose  duties  are  mainly  connected 
with  cases  of  infectious  disease  has  done  his  work  most  satisfactorily 
and  with  an  amount  of  discretion  an  tact  worthy  of  high  praise. 

In  the  following  pages  will  be  found  the  tabular  statements 
required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  which  is  appended  the 
Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Hebburn, 

April,  1916. 


E.  E.  NORMAN. 
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Table  8. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during 

1915  and  Previous  Years. 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
registered 
in  the  District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the 
District. 

Uncorrected  Number. 

Nett. 

of  Non-Residents 
registered  in  the 
District. 

of  Residents  not 
registered  in  the 
District. 

Under  i Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number. 

1 

Number. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Kate  per 
1,000 

'Nett  Births. 

• 

Number. 

Rate. 

1910 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

« » * 

• • • 

1 9 1 1 

21766 

747 

747 

34*3 

318 

V 

h* 

1— 1 

9 

31 

94 

125 

34° 

16-5 

1912 

22516 

756 

761 

337 

366 

16-1 

3 

36 

120 

157 

399 

1 7-6 

I9I3 

2358° 

811 

813 

34-3 

3°9 

I3‘I 

0 

52 

98 

122 

361 

I5‘3 

I9I4 

23580 

78+ 

785J  33'2 

346 

I4"5 

18 

35 

87 

I 10 

363 

15-2 

1915 

23580 

747 

749 

32  2 

352 

14-8 

18 

41 

82 

108 

375 

15  9 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water) 


1354*4. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 


21,766 

4,273 

5 


At  Census 
of  1911. 


Table  III — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1915. 
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Isolation  Hospital — Hebburn  Fever  Hospital.  Durham  C.C-.  Sanatorium. 
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Table  IV. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1915. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week 

1-2  Weeks. 

C/3 

22 

<V 

CD 

£ 

CO 

1 

cn 

22 

0) 

<D 

£ 

1 

cn 

Total  under  4 

Weeks. 

4 Weeks  and 

under  3 months. 

3 Months  and 

under  6 months. 

6 Months  and 

under  9 months. 

9 Months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  One  Year 

- <8  ( Certified 

17 

4 

6 

1 

28 

8 

l8 

12 

JO 

76 

^ g 1 Uncertified 

2 

1 

3 

1 

• • • 

2 

• . e 

6 

/ Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 

J Measles 

3 

2 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

Whooping  Cough 

• • • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

I 

1 

1 

j T’berculous  Meningitis 

000 

J Abdominal  Tub’culosis 

0 0 0 

j Other  Tuberculous 
v Diseases... 

Meningitis,  notTubercul’s 

Convulsions 

I 

1 

2 

3 

Laryngitis  ... 

0 • • 

Bronchitis  ... 

I 

1 

1 

I 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms). 

I 

1 

1 

4 

4 

10 

j Diarrhoea  ... 

I 

1 

2 

9 

5 

2 

19 

1 Enteritis 

0 0 0 

• • • 

... 

Gastritis 

0 0 0 

1 

... 

1 

2 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

• • • 

I 

000 

• • • 

2 

Rickets 

0 0 0 

000 

• • • 

Suffocation,  overlaying 

0 0 0 

000 

00* 

• • • 

000 

Injury  at  Birth 

2 

2 

0 0 » 

• • • 

2 

Atelectasis  ... 

I 

I 

000 

000 

• • • 

1 

1 Congenital 

Malformations 

I 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

000 

, , , 

000 

• • • 

2 

{ Premature  Birth 

12 

2 

2 

• • • 

l6 

3 

I 

... 

• • • 

20 

| Atrophy,  Debility,  and 

V Marasmus 

3 

• • • 

• . • 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

i , , 

1 1 

Other  causes 

• . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 19 

4 

6 

2 | 31 

9 

75" 

14 

To 

| 82 

Nett  Births  registered  during  ( Legitimate  ...  725 

the  calendar  Year  ( Illegitimate  ...  24 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Year  1915,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Hebburn, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

I. — Inspection. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 
Inspecti’ns 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Number  of 
Pro- 
secutions 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries) 

3 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

Laundries) 

6 

• • • 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outwork  - 
erpremises  included  in  parts 
3 of  this  report) 

9 

... 

• • • 

Total 

18 

• . • 

. . . 
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II. — Defects. 


Particulars. 


Number  of  Defects. 

T3 

nj 

u 

T3 

G 

O 

<v 

u 

§ 

0 

0 

G 

O 

a; 

6 

CD 

X 

0) 

Cu 

X 

CD 

Oj 

X 

0 

c n 

G 
►— 1 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  doors  ... 

Other  nuisances 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation... 

Unsuitable  or  defective  „ 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ,, 

Offences  under  the  Factory  & Workshop  Act  : 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
houses ... 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  ... 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  re- 
lating to  outwork  which  are  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  report 

I otal  ...  ...  ... 


Number  of 

Prosecutions. 
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III. — Homework. 


Nature  of  Work. 


Wearing  Apparel — (i)  Making,  &c. 

(2)  Cleaning  and  washing 


Household  Linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Curtains  and  Furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery  ... 
Electro-plate  ... 

File  making'  ... 

Brass  and  brass  articles  ... 

Fur  pulling 
Cables  and  chains 
Anchors  and  grapnels 
Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys  ... 
Umbrellas,  &c. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents — Rug  & Mat  Makers,  women 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls  ... 

Paper  bags  and  boxes 
Brush  making ... 

Pea  Picking  ... 


Feather  sorting 

Carding,  &c.  of  buttons,  &c. 

Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making 

Chocolates  and  Sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers,  Christ 
mas  stockings,  &c. ... 

Testile  weaving 

Total 


3i 


IV. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Bakehouses 

4 

Dressmakers’  Workshops 

2 

Joiner 

I 

Milliners’  Workshops 

3 

Plumbers’  Workshops 

i 

Tailors’  Workshops 

2 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  register 

12 

V.— -Other  Matters. 


Class. 

No. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act 

* » • ••• 

Action  taken — Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  FI.M.  Inspector  ... 
Other 

Underground  Bakehouses: 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
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REPORT  OF 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 

For  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1915. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir,  i 

I beg  to  submit  my  First  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  in 
my  section  of  the  Health  Department,  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1915.  Consequent  upon  the  vacation  of  the  post 
by  Mr.  Thomson  I was  appointed  his  successor  and  commenced  my 
duties  on  May  31st,  1915.  I take  the  opportunity  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  consideration  and 
support  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  satisfactory  manner 
in  which  Mr.  Wm.  Nutt,  Assistant  Inspector  has  discharged  his 
respective  duties  during  the  year. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  McKELLAR, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


General  Sanitary  Work. 

During  the  period  under  review  523  Informal  notices  for  the 
abatement  of  Nuisances  were  served. 

1 Statutory  notice  was  served  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Council  and  was  complied  with. 

Housing  Town  Planning  Act,  1909.  The  Housing  (Inspection 

of  District)  Regulations  1910. 

During  the  year  106  dwelling  houses  have  been  inspected  under 
the  provisions  of  section  14  and  15. 
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The  systematic  inspection  of  houses  to  which  the  regulations 
apply  has  had  to  be  curtailed  owing  to  the  war,  still  however  houses 
that  appear  to  be  insanitary  are  receiving  special  attention. 

Dobson’s  Cottage,  Pelaw. — This  house  has  been  closed  for  a 
considerable  period,  Closing  and  Demolition  Orders  having  been 
served  upon  the  owner,  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  owner  gave  a 
guarantee  to  have  the  above  dwelling  house  demolished. 

House  situated  between  Tharsis  Copper  Works  and  Elder 
Cottage,  Pelaw.— A Closing  Order  was  served  upon  the  owner  of 
the  above  house,  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  order  was  still  in 
operation. 

Five  bouses  situated  at  James  Street  have  been  converted  into 
a Common  Lodging  House.  These  houses  were  old  and  delapated, 
had  this  alteration  not  taken  place,  the  owner  would  have  at  con- 
siderable expence,  to  put  these  houses  into  proper  sanitary  condition. 
This  alteration  has  made  a marked  improvement  in  this  part  of  the 
district. 

Wooden  Cabin,  No.  7 Garden,  Black  Road. — This  cabin  which 
is  12  ft.  x 8 ft.  has  been  used  for  a considerable  period  as  a dwelling 
house.  Closing  Orders  has  been  served  upon  the  occupier.  This 
order  was  still  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

4,  Newton  Villas. — This  house  has  been  taken  over  by  the 
Palmers’  Housing  Company,  the  sanitary  arrangements  have  oft 
been  reconstructed.  A new  offshot  room  having  been  added  to  the 
house  and  the  same  to  be  used  as  a water-closet.  New  drains  were 
laid  into  a new  access  chamber  with  intercepting  trap  and  fresh  air 
inlet. 

Hall’s  Cafe,  Lyon  Street. — Considerable  alterations  have  been 
made  at  the  above  cafe,  including  new  drains  connected  to  new 
access  chamber  with  intercepting  trap.  Ash-pit  demolished  and 
replaced  with  movable  ash-receptacle,  new  floors  and  additional 
ventilation  inserted  in  cooking  kitchen. 

New  Houses. 

During  the  year  27  new  houses  have  been  erected,  the  whole  of 
which  were  self-contained. 
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The  following  are  the  general  character  of  the  defects  found  on 
inspection  : — 

Ventilation  Defective. 

Lighting  Defective. 

Closet  Accommodation  Defective. 

Yard  Paving  Defective. 

Uncleanliness. 

Internal  Disrepair. 

External  Disrepair. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  work  carried  out  under  this 
heading  during  the  last  five  years. 


M 

W 

Cb 

w 

<N 

M 

w 

CO 

M 

CA 

w 

w 

Cb 

w 

JO 

w 

M 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  all  purposes 

74 

95 

552 

(468 

I06 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for  the 
purpose  of  Section  17 

26 

20 

124 

148 

3 

Dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection  were 
considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

31 

27 

124 

148 

3 

Representations  made  to  the  Council  with  a 
view  to  making  Closing  Orders 

31 

27 

49 

31 

3 

Closing  Orders  made 

26 

27 

27 

31 

3 

Dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing 
Order 

32 

37 

22 

:37 

Dwelling-houses  which  after  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders  were  put  into  a fit  state 
for  human  habitation 

37 

24 

7 

33 

Voluntarily  closed  by  Owners  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  demolished  (Voluntarily) 

20 

20 

4 

— 

— 

New  Houses 

1 

1 i 

17 

31 

27 

Overcrowding. 

The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discoveied  and  recorded 
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daring  the  year  was  75.  This  state  of  things  has  arisen  by  the 
improved  industrial  conditions  which  has  been  maintained  by 
additional  Government  work  in  the  Shipbuilding  yards.  Many 
houses  previously  occupied  by  one  family  is  now  found  to  contain 
two  or  more  families  or  an  excessive  number  of  lodgers,  thus  largely 
accounting  for  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  town.  These  cases 
were  discovered  in  the  course  of  ordinary  visitations  in  connection 
with  Infectious  Disease  and  Sanitary  Inspections,  had  a special 
investigation  been  made  I have  no  doubt  the  number  would  have 
been  considerably  increased. 

Privy  Accommodation  and  Conversion  of  Ashpits. 

The  extension  of  the  water  carriage  system  of  refuse  removal 
concurrent  with  the  abolition  of  the  insanitary  privies  should  be 
proceeded  with  as  long  as  the  old  type  of  facial  matter  storage 
continues  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling  houses,  outbreaks  of  Enteric 
Fever  must  be  periodically  expected  and  are  in  fact  invited. 

All  new  houses  are  provided  with  water-closets. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  sanitary  conveniences 
in  the  District. 


Privy 

Ash-pits. 

Privy 

Box-closets 

Water- 

closets. 

Total. 

West  Ward 

9 

508 

57 

574 

Central  Ward  ... 

703 

23 

726 

North  Ward 

761 

H 

775 

East  Ward 

16 

775 

10 

801 

Victoria  Ward  ... 

2 

528 

7 1 

601 

. 

South  Ward 

18 

796 

108 

924 

Total 

45 

4°73 

283 

44° 1 
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Removal  and  disposal  of  Refuse. 


During  the  year  5088  tons  of  town  refuse  have  been  barged  to 

sea. 

Ash-pit  and  Privy  Box-closets  are  cleansed  during  the  night. 

Dry  Ash-receptacles  are  also  emptied  during  the  night,  as  these 
receptacles  are  only  used  for  dry  house  refuse  I would  recommend 
that  they  be  cleansed  during  the  day. 

The  Council’s  own  horses  and  carts  are  employed  on  this  work. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district  and  are 
situated  in  William  Street  which  has  accommodation  for  36  lodgers 
and  James  Street,  this  house  has  just  been  recently  opened  and  has 
accommodation  for  84  lodgers.  These  houses  are  inspected  once  a 
week  and  were  found  to  be  clean  and  well  managed. 

Bake  Houses. 

There  is  only  one  bake  house  in  the  district,  this  house  has  been 
regularly  inspected  and  found  in  satisfactory  condition. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  5 slaughter  houses  in  the  district.  They  have  been 
systematically  visited  during  the  year  and  on  the  whole  they  have 
been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

The  slaughter  houses  of  recent  construction  are  satisfactory, 
but  the  majority  of  the  older  ones  by  reason  of  their  internal 
arrangements  and  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling  houses  fall  far  short 
of  the  modern  requirements,  but  in  all  cases  the  bye-laws  relating  to 
slaughter  houses  have  been  duly  observed. 

Cowsheds. 

There  are  2 cowsheds  in  the  district,  the  general  condition  of 
the  cowsheds  is  on  the  whole  very  satisfactory.  These  cowsheds 
have  been  regularly  cleansed  and  limewashed  during  the  year. 
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Dairies  and  Milkshops. 


A register  is  being  compiled  with  a view  to  ascertaining  how 
many  dairies  and  milkshops  there  are  in  the  district.  Many  of  the 
shops  visited  are  quite  unsuited  for  the  sale  of  milk  as  a rule,  and  as 
the  sale  of  milk  is  a minor  part  of  a general  business  the  storage 
accommodation  is  lacking.  The  sale  of  milk  is  liable  to  serious  risk 
of  contamination. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

There  are  12  workshops  in  the  district  in  which  the  following 
trades  are  carried  on  : — 

Milliners  ... 

Dressmakers 
Tailors 
Plumbers 
Baker 
Joiner 


Infectious  Disease. 

During  the  year  283  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  were 
received  from  the  Medical  Officer.  In  each  case  the  premises  were 
inspected  and  the  sanitary  condition  recorded  and  particulars 
respecting  to  the  history  of  the  case  were  reported  to  the  Medical 
Officer. 

Patients  Removed  to  Hospital  ...  123 

Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  283 

Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  165 

Clothing  and  Bedding  disinfected  (lots)...  160 

Visits  to  Infected  Houses  ...  ...  607 

In  only  one  case  was  clothing  damaged  by  disinfection  the  same 
was  replaced  at  a small  cost. 
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Military  Billets. 


During  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  troops  have  been  quartered 
in  the  district,  and  many  extra  duties  arising  from  their  presence 
have  devolved  upon  your  inspectors. 

Corner  of  Hood  Street  and  Lamport  Street. 

This  block  of  buildings  is  composed  of  4 large  rooms  and  has 
been  used  for  the  billeting  of  ship’s  crews  until  their  ship  was  ready 
for  sea.  During  the  summer  months  a ship’s  crew  composed  of 
Chinese  Coolies  were  billeted  at  this  house  and  during  their  stay 
these  premises  were  visited  twice  a day  and  all  instructions  given 
were  duly  carried  out. 

Summary  of  Principal  Inspections  Made. 


Reason  of  Inspection. 

No.  of  In- 
spections. 

Dwelling-houses. 

General  Inspections... 

1800 

House  Town  Planning  Act  Inspections 

J03 

Overcrowding  of  dwellings 

75 

Dilapidated  houses,  etc. 

6 

Defective  paving  and  cementing 

— 

Defective  yard  surfaces 

60 

Lime- washing  of  passages  and  staircases  ... 

— 

Dilapidated  out-houses 

24 

Keeping  of  poultry  in  back-yards 

54 

Dirty  houses 

33 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Conversion  of  ashpits  into  water-closets 

___  _ 

Conversion  of  cell-privies  into  water  closets 

12 

Conversion  of  dry  ashpits  into  Quine  Ash  receptacles  ... 

— 

Overflowing  of  cell-privies 

138 

Defective  cell-privy  cleansing  doors 

222 

Defective  cell-privy  seats 

20 

Privy  buildings  to  repair 

36 

39 


Reason  of  Inspection. 

No.  of  In- 
spections. 

Drainage. 

New  houses,  drains  tested 

• » • 

84 

Choked  drains 

• • • 

24 

Inspecting  and  testing  reconstruction  of  defective  drains 

24 

Drains  tested  on  complaint 

• • • 

6 

School  drainage 

— 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes,  gullies,  etc. 

• • • 

60 

Offensive  Deposits. 

Pond  and  rubbish  burning,  etc. 

• • • 

- .. 

Accumulation  of  manure,  etc.  ... 

*59 

Water  Supply. 

Absence  of  water 

• • • 

15 

Defective  fiittings 

• • • 

12 

Registered  and  Licensed  Premises. 

Slaughter-houses 

• • • 

84 

Cow  byres 

• • • 

12 

Milk  purveyors 

• • • 

60 

Common  lodging  house 

• • • 

64 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  removed  to  hospital 

• • • 

125 

Visits  re  disinfection 

» * • 

607 

Removing  bedding  to  disinfector 

322 

Disinfection  of  rooms 

33° 

Schools  specially  disinfected 

90 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  ... 

165 

Scarlet  fever 

328 

Diptheria 

33 

Enteric  Fever 

24 

Phthisis 

in 

Typhus  Fever 

84 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Inspection  of  workshops 

• « • 

6 

Workplaces 

6 

Total 

• • • 

5394 

40 


Summary  of  Notices  served  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances. 


Informal 
j Notices. 

Statutory 

Notices. 

Complied 

with. 

Privy-ashpits,  to  substitute  water-closets 
(Section  39,  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907). 

I 

I 

0 

Box-closets,  to  substitute  water-closets 

— 

— 

— 

(Section  36,  Public  Health  Act,  1875). 

Ashpits,  to  substitute  ash  receptacles 

— 

— 

— 

(Section  36,  Public  Health  Act,  1875). 

Water-closet  fittings  (basin,  etc.,  defective) 

— 

— 

— 

Privy  buildings,  to  repair... 

T 2 

— 

12 

Privy  seats,  to  repair 

10 

— 

IO 

Privy  cleansing  doors,  to  repair 

III 

— 

I I I 

Privy  overflowing  upon  back  streets  ... 

69 

i — 

69 

Privy  buildings,  to  cleanse 

12 

— 

12 

Drains  defective,  to  repair  or  re-construct 

28 

— 

28 

Sink  waste-pipes,  to  repair  and  trap  ... 

I5 

; — 

15 

Yard  surfaces,  to  repair  or  relay 

20 

— 

20 

Yard  surfaces,  to  cleanse  ... 

18 

— 

18 

Houses  dirty,  to  cleanse  ... 

1 1 

— 

II 

Passages  and  staircases,  to  cleanse  and  limewash... 

9 

9 

Roofs,  to  repair 

16 

— 

16 

Passages  and  staircase,  to  repair 

9 

— 

9 

Spouting,  to  repair 

72 

— 

72 

Floors,  to  repair  and  ventilate 

4 

— 

4 

Ceilings,  to  repair 

9 

9 

Walls,  damp,  to  repair 

16 

— 

16 

Water  supply,  to  provide  ... 

5 

— 

5 

Overcrowding,  to  abate  ... 

75 

I 

1 

Animals  improperly  kept  ... 

4 

4 

Offensive  accumulations,  to  remove  ... 

7 

— 

7 

Manure,  to  remove  periodically 

53 

53 

Out-houses,  to  repair 

8 

8 

Windows,  to  repair  sash  cords,  etc.  ... 

46 

— 

46 

Yard  walls,  to  repair 

1 

| 

1 

Room  walls,  to  repair 

— 

— 

— 

Scullery  sinks,  to  repair  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Garbage  on  streets 

6 

6 

Limewash,  slaughter  houses 

— 

— 

Limewash,  cowsheds 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

598 

I 

J 

523 

